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11/2
BOA approved and delivered property values for the purpose of preparing Temporary Tax Bills to County Attorney.

These values contain real growth (new construction, discoveries, and corrections) since the 2008 digest.
11/4
County Attorney filed Petition For Immediate and Temporary Collection of Taxes with Superior Court for Hart County

11/18 
Hearing by Superior Court Judge for granting Hart County’s Petition

11/20
Temporary Tax bills to be mailed.  It is not appropriate to appeal this bill.  Assessment notices must be received before a written appeal is submitted.

Taxes due are to be paid within 60 days of mailing.  

Taxes paid before December 31, 2009 may be eligible for Federal/State tax deduction.


Taxes collected permit continued operation of county government and local schools


Temporary Bill will reflect the increase in tax amount due to elimination of Homestead Tax Relief Grant (HTRG) – approximately $146 for those who were eligible.

City of Hartwell property owners who previously received HTRG will continue to receive approximately $70 credit on a SEPARATE City property tax bill.

December 2009

Assessment Notices


On or about December 15, Assessment Notices reflecting new equalized values will be mailed.


Mailing of Assessment Notices starts the 45-day appeal period.
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Appointments


Upon receipt of Assessment Notices, property owners are strongly encouraged to schedule an appointment with the Tax Assessors office to have new values explained by an appraiser.  This appointment will be the first formal review with the property owner and will be accepted as part of the appeal process if a written appeal is filed with the Assessor’s Office.

Appointments may be made via email - hartta@hartcom.net, by phone call (only two lines) 706-376-3997, or at the Tax Assessors office (expect a line).


In order to complete the review process as soon as possible, please show up for your appointment or cancel/reschedule as soon as possible.


Appointments are for 30 minutes.  But reasonable time will be allowed to complete the review.  During the review the property owner will receive a copy of his/her property card, copy of schedules and tables used in preparing property value, and an Appeals Form.

During this appointment property owners will be encouraged to correct any factual errors or omissions.


If property owner’s appointment will be beyond the 45-day appeal period, the property owner will be encouraged to file an appeal at the time appointment is made. 

Appeals


Property owners will be afforded FULL appeal rights.  At this time the property owner must elect to have his appeal heard by the Board of Equalization or arbitration after review by Board of Assessors.

Appeals may be made anytime during the 45-day appeal period.


Appeals must be in writing.

Appeals must be received in the Tax Assessors office BEFORE the end of the 45-day appeal period.

Changes to Assessed Value and Subsequent Appeal Period


All changes in value by the appraisal staff must be reviewed and approved by the Board of Assessors


Changes which result in a value change may require another site visit by an appraiser and property owner will receive another Assessment Notice.  Mailing of this notice will start another 21-day appeal period.  Property owners may appeal this new value or appeal will be completed 
Appeals reviewed and where no value was changed by the Board of Assessors, will be forwarded to the next level of appeal, the Board of Equalization or Arbitration.
