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Hart County Board of Commissioners

Called Joint Meeting
Minutes

March 8, 2011
After Regular BOC Meeting
The Hart County Board of Commissioners met March 8, 2011 after the regular BOC meeting at the Hart County Administrative & Emergency Services Center. 

Chairman Brandon Johnson presided with Commissioners R C Oglesby, William Myers and Joey Dorsey in attendance. Commissioner Daniel Reyen was absent.

The purpose of this meeting was to discuss the proposed TSPLOST sales tax referendum required by the State Legislature.  
PW Director Jon Caime explained that the County was required to participate in this proposed sales tax referendum through a carefully crafted State law that has specific requirements and timelines that must be adhered to.  The passage of this referendum will be determined by the RC region which for Hart County includes the heavily populated Counties of Hall and Forsyth.  He presented a chart showing the State of Georgia priorities known as the State Transportation Improvement Plan or STIP whereby the majority of the proposed $7B in transportation spending for the GA Mtns RC is proposed for Forsyth and Hall Counties. 
He further explained that one cent of sales tax generates approximately $3M currently.  Of that $3M, $1.7M will be sent directly to the Hart County BOC for use on our roads at the BOC’s discretion.  The remaining amount of money will be spent on regional projects in the GA Mtns RC.  He stressed that the BOC must produce a list of projects for these regional projects to be considered for funding so that we reduce our chances of becoming a donor County to pay for projects in other counties.

Harris Little who represents Hart County on the RC committee explained the process for the project selection.  He suggested Hart County also consider supporting the widening of Highway 59 paralleling I-85 as well as the efforts to widen SR17.
Commissioner Dorsey recommended adding two dangerous intersections to the list on SR172. Commissioner Dorsey then made a motion to submit the list below for this sales tax.  Commissioner Oglesby provided a second to the motion and the motion passed 4-0

 
1  North Hart Elementary School SR77 intersection improvements
2. South Hart Elementary School SR172 intersection improvements
3  Road Widening SR29S at the Hartwell Industrial Park where the road goes from 5 lanes to 2 lanes in curve then widens to three lanes (Zion CME Church Road/Fabritex GA Power intersection)
4. Road Widening SR77 from I-85 South to accommodate future industrial and retail growth at the I-85 area
5. Intersection improvement at SR172 and Eagle Grove School Road
6. Intersection improvement at SR172 and Clay Brown Road
7. Support of the SR17 Widening in Royston Area
8. Support of the Widening of SR59 from the City of Lavonia to SR77
Commissioner Oglesby Dorsey made a motion to adjourn.  Chairman Johnson  provided a second to the motion and the motion passed 4-0

