
Hart County Board of Commissioners

August 14, 2007

5:30 p.m.

The Hart County Board of Commissioners met August 14, 2007 at 5:30 p.m. in the Hart County Administrative & Emergency Services Center.

Chairman RC Oglesby presided with Commissioners Daniel Reyen, Ken Brown, Joey Dorsey and Gary Mize present.

1. Prayer

Rev Lonnie Robinson offered prayer.

2. Pledge of Allegiance

Everyone stood in observance of the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag.

3. Call to Order

Chairman Oglesby called the meeting to order.

4. Welcome

Chairman Oglesby welcomed those in attendance.

5. Approve Agenda

Commissioner Reyen entertained a motion to remove item 14d from the agenda.  Commissioner Brown provided a second to the motion.  The motion carried 5-0.

Commissioner Reyen entertained a motion to approve the agenda.  Commissioner Dorsey provided a second to the motion.  The motion carried 5-0.

6. Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting(s)

Commissioner Reyen entertained a motion to approve the 7/24, 8/01 and 8/02 minutes

as corrected.  Commissioner Brown provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0.

7. Remarks By Invited Guest, Committees, Authorities

Tim Czarniak showed a video concerning the Harmony House Child Advocacy Center.  Mr. Czarniak reported the Center had been certified by the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council to receive funds from the 5% fines collected by the Courts within Hart County.  Also, there are two previously certified programs working within Hart County as well; Domestic Violence operated from the District Attorney’s office and Heart Haven operated to help those who are victims of Domestic Violence. 

Mr. Czarniak requested the Board of Commissioners to begin releasing a portion of the fines to the Harmony House Child Advocacy Center.  

Commissioner Reyen entertained a motion to suspend fund disbursement from the Victims Assistance fund until the three programs meet and decide how the funds can be best spent, with a report back to the Board.  Commissioner Brown provided a second provided the funding would remain in effect.   

After some discussion Commissioner Reyen amended his motion to remove the suspension of funding.

Chairman Oglesby called for a vote on the amended motion.  The motion carried 5-0.

Chairman Oglesby called attention to a letter to Michael Spencer agreeing to partner with the Georgia Department of National Resources to build and operate a tournament ramp facility on Lake Hartwell at the Gum Branch Access.  The Mega Ramp Committee agrees to enter into a lease agreement with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and to provide the funds for the annual operation and maintenance of the facility for a period of not less than 25 years.  The Committee also agrees to market the site to fishing tournament organizers and to provide host and operational amenities normally required by fishing tournament organizers.  Chairman Oglesby requested approval to sign and send the letter.  Commissioner Reyen entertained a motion to approve and send the letter.  Commissioner Dorsey entertained a second to the motion.  The motion carried 4-1.  Commissioner Brown opposed.  

Chairman Oglesby brought attention to a letter from the Georgia DOT concerning a $444.7 million short fall for road maintenance, safety and improvement funds for FY 2007.  

8. Reports by Constitutional Officers & Department Heads

Terrell Partain, EMS Director requested approval of prior years of service for John Sartain EMT-P of 12 years.  Commissioner entertained a motion approving the request.  Commissioner Brown provided a second to the motion.  The motion carried 5-0.

9. County Administrator’s Report

Administrator Caime reminded the BOC that an FY’08 budget work session is scheduled for Thursday August 16 and Tuesday, August 21 at 5:30 p.m.

Administrator Caime reported the City of Hartwell had requested a meeting with the Board concerning the Animal Shelter and Mega Ramp MOUs and that he will be coordinating with the City and BOC to set up this meeting.

10. Chairman’s Report

Due to a misunderstanding of the City’s actions, Chairman Oglesby entered a motion to reconsider the motion made by Commissioner Mize on 7/24/07 BOC meeting, seconded by Commissioner Reyen, and approved 3-2 in support of proceeding with a $7,500 deposit on a building owned by Mr. Nolen Carter.  Commissioner Dorsey provided a second to the motion. 

Nolan Carter and Cheryl Costin commented on the issue.    

Administrator Caime stated that no terms had been agreed to yet on the contract for this deposit and that no funds can be released until the terms of this deposit contract can be agreed upon by Mr. Carter and the BOC.   

Chairman Oglesby called for a vote to the motion.   The motion carried 3-2.  Commissioners Mize and Reyen opposed.   

Chairman Oglesby entertained a motion to rescind the July 24, 2007 vote in favor of a $7,500 deposit to Mr. Carter. Commissioner Dorsey provided a second to the motion.  The motion carried 3-1.  Commissioner Mize opposed.  Commissioner Reyen abstained from the vote on the basis that he and Nolan Carter have been in private negotiations. 
Commissioner Dorsey asked Commissioner Reyen if his negotiations with Mr. Carter were on behalf of the board.  To which Commissioner Reyen responded that he was not negotiating on behalf of the BOC but was involved in personal/private negotiations.
Commissioner Reyen questioned if this action will relieve Mr. Carter of any contractual agreement stated or implied with Hart County.  Attorney Gordon replied that it should. Commissioner Reyen then questioned if Mr. Carter is not a free agent to do whatever he wants to with the building.  Chairman Oglesby responded that yes Mr. Carter can. 
 
Administrator Caime questioned if the Board still wanted an RFP on a building.  The Board reaffirmed their request for soliciting RFP’s.

11. Commissioners’ Reports

Commissioner District #2

Commissioner Reyen stated that Mr. Carter's building is a good deal for the county. He has talked with Mr. Carter and told him that in no way would their conversation on Commissioner Reyen personal interest in a private purchase of this building get in front of his advocating this building for the county. He thinks it's a good deal for the county, has argued for, voted for, and supported it and this board (BOC) has turned their back on it. He does not want anyone to misconstrue that he has gone behind anyone's back to try to undermine getting this building for the county.
Commissioner Reyen called attention to an article in the Atlanta Constitution concerning State officials’ late filings of Financial Disclosure Statements.  Commissioners Reyen commended Probate Judge Bob Smith and his office staff for always seeing that this information was collected from County officials in a timely fashion for the disclosure requirements.

Commissioner District #3

Commissioner Mize also commended Probate Judge Bob Smith and staff.  

Commissioner District #4

Commissioner Brown had nothing to report.

Commissioner District #5

Commissioner Dorsey brought attention to the need of additional intersection ROW mowing and bush cutting.   

Commissioner Dorsey entertained a motion to request the Georgia DOT perform a traffic study at the intersection of Grace Baptist Church and Beaverdam Farm Roads.  Commissioner Reyen provided a second.  The motion carried 5-0.

12. Consent Agenda

None

13. Old Business

a) Recreation Official Contract Approval

Commissioner Reyen entertained a motion to approve the contract.  Commissioner Dorsey provided a second to the motion.  The motion carried 5-0.

b) Recreation Equipment Bid Award(s)

Chairman Oglesby entertained a motion to award the contracts to Harris Sporting Goods for the Cheerleading equipment and to Dillard’s Sporting Goods for the Football equipment, as recommended by Recreation Director Curry.  Commissioner Brown followed with the second.  The motion carried 5-0.

14. New Business

a) Bid opening Fencing Work at Clay Street Recreation Park

Bid were received and opened from A & T Fence Company, Chapman Fence Company and McIntyre Corporation.  Commissioner Reyen entertained a motion to turn the bids over to Recreation Director and Administrator Caime for review and recommendation.  Commissioner Brown provided a second to the motion.  The motion carried 5-0.

b) Bid opening Recreation Metal Building

Only one bid was received.  Commissioner Dorsey entertained a motion to extend the bid for two weeks.  Chairman Oglesby provided a second to the motion.  The motion carried 5-0.

c) Investment Resolution – EIP 2 Loan Repayment Funds

Commissioner Reyen entertained a motion to adopt the EIP-2 Loan Repayment Investment resolution.  Commissioner Brown provided a second to the motion.  The motion carried 5-0.

15. Public Comment

Dale Peak spoke on the need for an animal shelter and requested the Board approve the building offered by Mr. Carter with thirty days to purchase.  Commissioner Reyen entertained a motion to move forward to purchase the building from Mr. Carter within 30 days and begin construction as soon as possible. Commissioner Mize provided a second to the motion.  The motion failed 2-3 (Commissioner Reyen and Mize for).

16. Executive Session-Legal

Commissioner Reyen entertained to adjourn the meeting into Executive Session to discuss potential legal litigations.  Commissioner Brown provided a second.  The motion carried 5-0.

The meeting reconvened into open session with no further action taken.  Commissioner Brown entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Reyen provided a second to the motion.  The motion carried 5-0.

----------------------------------------


---------------------------------------------------------------
R.C. Oglesby, Chairman


Betty Floyd, Associate County Clerk
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