
Hart County Board of Commissioners

August 24, 2010

5:30 p.m.

Hart County Board of Commissioners met August 24, 2010 at 5:30 p.m. at the Hart County Administrative & Emergency Services Center. 
Chairman Joey Dorsey presided with Commissioners R C Oglesby, Daniel Reyen, Brandon Johnson and Ken Brown in attendance. 

1. Prayer   

Prayer was offered by Commissioner Johnson. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

Everyone stood in observance of the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. Call to Order   

Chairman Dorsey called the meeting to order. 

4. Welcome 

Chairman Dorsey welcomed those in attendance. 

5. Approve Agenda 

Commissioner Reyen moved to approve the agenda as follows:

 
Add Item #16) Potential litigation & personnel matters 

Commissioner Johnson provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

6. Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting(s) 

· 7/27/10 Regular Meeting 

· 8/02/10 Called Meeting 

· 8/03/10 Called Meeting

· 8/03/10 BOC Budget Work Session Meeting 

· 8/17/10 Called Meeting 

· 8/17/10 BOC Budget Work Session Meeting 

Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the minutes of the July 27, August 2, August 3 and August 17, 2010 meetings. Commissioner Oglesby provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

7. Remarks By Invited Guests, Committees, Authorities 

· Census Bureau-Recognition Plaque for BOC 

A representative from the US Census Bureau reported that there was 71% participation for the 2010 census count for Hart County and presented a plaque to the county in appreciation. He recognized Waneal Thompson and Patricia Werner for their services in assisting with the complete census count. 
Commissioner Reyen commended Ms. Werner for her willingness to spear head the census process on behalf of Hart County. 

· Anna Burch & Kiera Partlow, Hart County Tourism 
Ms. Burch and Ms. Partlow presented a brief report on recent events and upcoming events to promote tourism in Hart County. 

8. Reports By Constitutional Officers & Department Heads 

None 

9. County Administrator’s Report  

None 

10. Chairman’s Report 

Chairman Dorsey reported that he continues to review the results of the revaluation and is not comfortable. There are numerous issues that need to be resolved.  He stated that in his opinion the digest is not fair and equitable and he will not be able to vote on a millage rate until these issues are resolved. He also voiced his concern for legal fees incurred during the appeals process. 

11. Commissioners’ Reports  

Commissioner Reyen and Commissioner Johnson supported the chairman’s stand on the revaluation. 
12. Consent Agenda  

None 

13. Old Business  

a) Public Hearing and Third & Final Reading Minor Revision to Ord 82-61 Speed Limits  

Commissioner Oglesby moved to accept the third & final reading minor revision to Ord 82-61 Speed Limits. Commissioner Reyen provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 
b) Bid Award Rec Equipment Sod Cutter  

Commissioner Oglesby moved to award the low bid of $3,590 from Landscapers Supply Inc. Commissioner Reyen provided a second to the motion. 
Commissioner Johnson questioned the ongoing need for a sod cutter. Recreation Director Jim Owens responded that the cutter will allow them to true up the fields more efficiently with less man hours. The motion carried 5-0.

d)  Rec Dept- Participant Use of Their Own Football Equipment  
Commissioner Oglesby moved to approve the Rec Advisory Board’s recommendation to allow football players use of their own equipment, include a parental waiver for county purchased equipment. Commissioner Brown provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 
c) Draft NEGA (Animal Shelter) Agreement  

Commissioner Oglesby moved to approve the draft contract. Commissioner Brown provided a second to the motion. 

Commissioner Reyen questioned paragraph 3 – (“The NEGAS Board reserves the right to immediately & humanely euphonize sick, critically injured and vicious animals surrendered by animal control officers”), since Hart County does not have animal control officers he questioned if that means that the shelter will not take in sick, critically injured and vicious animals? Sheri Lockhart responded that they do not have a veterinarian on staff and therefore they can not take in sick, critically injured and vicious animals. 
Commissioner Reyen pointed out the typo on page 4 item 5, and questioned the statement regarding NEGAS Board “will attempt to inform and educate the citizens of the county community concerning animal welfare etc.”, referring to removing “attempt to”. Ms. Lockhart responded that she conducts programs in the school system and civic organizations. Commissioner Reyen requested that the contract coincide with the county’s fiscal year. 
Commissioner Oglesby moved to approve the contract with the changes and funding of $45,000 for FY11. Commissioner Brown provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

14. New Business 

a)  B&W Application Approval-Munmun-Chinu Food Mart LLC (8573 Bowman Hwy) 

Commissioner Oglesby moved to deny the incomplete application. Commissioner Brown provided a second to the motion. 

Chairman Dorsey requested a revision for the B&W application to include that all questions must be answered. The motion carried 5-0. 

b) Upcoming Board Appointments 

The following board appointments expire in December 2010:

Health Board (6 yr term) Anthony Lee, Joint Dev Board (4 yr term) Vernon Edwards & Roy Crocker, RC&D (1 yr term) Tony Haynie & Dan Reyen, Rec Advisory Board (2 yr term) Scott Berrong, Marshall Sayer & Steve Wehunt, Fire Board (2 yr term) 5 members; Tax Assessors (3 yr term) Rhonda Starks & Lloyd Cowart, Hospital Authority (3 yr term) Robert Clark, Alice Glenn and Tony Hilton
Chairman Dorsey moved to advertise the board appointments. Commissioner Reyen provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

c) Recovery Zone Bond Waiver of Cap Resolution Approval  

County Attorney Walter Gordon explained that this is a housekeeping measure to allow the Hart County Industrial Building Authority (IBA) to seek a higher bonding limit capacity.   

Commissioner Reyen moved to adopt the Waiver of Volume Cap Resolution.  Commissioner Oglesby provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 
Commissioner Reyen moved to adopt the Recovery Zone Bond. Commissioner Oglesby provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

15. Public Comment 

Jim Martin commented on zoning. 

Andy Adams commented on a tax appeal issue. 

16. Executive Session – Potential Litigation, personnel matters 

Commissioner Oglesby moved to exit into Executive Session to discuss potential litigation and personnel matters. Commissioner Reyen provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

With no further action taken during Executive Session, Commissioner Oglesby moved to exit into the regular session. Commissioner Brown provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

In the regular meeting County Attorney Walter Gordon explained the GA Department of Revenue (DOR) issued an order on the 2005 Tax Digest with one finding that needed to be corrected regarding the coefficient of dispersion (COD) which was found to be 15.97% which exceeded the reasonable standard of 15%.  

This deficiency noted in the 2005 DOR order was not addressed by the Hart County Tax Assessors office when the DOR performed a review of the 2008 revaluation digest and in fact had actually degraded to a 22.32% COD.  In addition the findings increased from one finding in 2005 to 10 findings in an order issued by the GA DOR for the 2008 revaluation digest.  
As a result of the findings of the 2008 GA DOR order the DOR has issued a consent order to the County to correct deficiencies in the digest.  CA Gordon explained that the County has been negotiating this consent order for the past several months.  This consent order requires that Hart County pay the GA DOR almost $80,000 in taxes owed to the state from an inaccurate Hart County tax digest.  An additional $91,000 penalty was also imposed but will be waived if the conditions of the consent order are met. 

Commissioner Reyen made a motion to approve the consent order with the DOR.  Commissioner Johnson provided a second to the motion.  Chairman Dorsey commented that the taxpayers of Hart County will have to pay $80,000 for the failure of the Hart County BOA to maintain an accurate digest.  Commissioner Johnson commented that the personal property audit that was originally in the consent order for FY11 is now not required until FY12.  Commissioner Reyen questioned if the personal property audit could be performed with BOA staff.  The vote on the motion was 5-0.
17. Adjournment   

Commissioner Johnson moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Oglesby provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------

Joey Dorsey, Chairman


Lawana Kahn, County Clerk
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