
Hart County Board of Commissioners

July 27, 2010

5:30 p.m.

The Hart County Board of Commissioners met July 27, 2010 at 5:30 p.m. at the Hart County Administrative & Emergency Services Center. 

Chairman Joey Dorsey presided with Commissioners R C Oglesby, Daniel Reyen, Brandon Johnson and Ken Brown in attendance. 

1. Prayer  

Prayer was offered by Rev. Brad Goss. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance   

Everyone stood in observance of the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. Call to Order   

Chairman Dorsey called the meeting to order. 

4. Welcome 

Chairman Dorsey welcomed those in attendance. 

5. Approve Agenda 

Commissioner Oglesby moved to amend and approve the agenda as follows:


Remove item 8 Sheriff Mike Cleveland request for pay


Invert the order of items 14 c and d 


Add 16 Potential Litigation & Real Estate Matters 

Commissioner Reyen provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

6. Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting(s) 

· 7/13/10 Regular Meeting

· 7/15/10 SPLOST IV Special Meeting  

Commissioner Oglesby moved to approve the minutes of the meetings of July 13, 2010 and July 15, 2010. Commissioner Johnson provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

7. Remarks by Invited Guests, Committees, Authorities 

· UGA Archway MOU Approval  

Commissioner Oglesby moved to approve UGA Archway MOU. Commissioner Johnson provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

8. Reports By Constitutional Officers & Department Heads 
· BOA: Phoenix Investments Tax Release Application 

Commissioner Reyen moved to remove the item from the table for discussion. Commissioner Oglesby provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0.
Commissioner Reyen moved to approve the tax release request; issue a correct tax bill for 2008; waive interest and penalties. Commissioner Johnson provided a second to the motion. 

Chairman Dorsey expressed his concern that this issue has been around for almost one year. 

Motion carried 5-0. 

· BOA: Final GMASS Invoice Payment Approval  

BOA Chairman James McMullan requested final payment on the contract with GMASS to be issued. He affirmed that the GMASS work has been done according to the DOR regulations and has been approved by the BOA. 
Commissioner Reyen asked Mr. McMullen if the BOA is satisfied with the reval as performed by GMASS.  Mr. McMullan responded that the work is very acceptable; meets DOR requirements and has met the DOR statistical test that will be assigned to the county. 
Commissioner Reyen then asked Mr. McMullen if by his statement on the work of GMASS, he was verifying that equity exists among all properties in Hart County.  Mr. McMullan responded that equity meets state standards, explaining that the reval is a multi step process, the county wide reval has been accomplished, taxpayers interviewing process with the appraisers is almost complete, and the appeals process will follow before the digest can be submitted. Mr. McMullen explained that the reval tables, numbers, and values, have been approved by the BOA.
Commissioner Reyen voiced his concern about the impact of the BOA  review of Piney Woods Subdivision as reported in the Hartwell Sun and other subdivisions that might widen the equity gap further. Mr. McMullan responded that they are in the process of reviewing neighborhoods where there have been factual changes.   Commissioner Reyen then questioned what impact the changes to the digest would have on the statistical compliance with State standards.  
Chairman Dorsey reported that based on some research that he has been performing there are still a lot of problems with the reval. For example, within a half mile radius, rural land values range from $5,000 to $12,000 per acre.  Chairman Dorsey stated that he has not seen consistency and uniformity. Mr. McMullan responded that the BOA office is in the process of reviewing and adjusting some values. Issues have been identified and are being taken care of. He further iterated that GMASS met the requirements of their contract and is due their money. 
Mr. McMullan assured the BOC that GMASS has performed their work in accordance with the contract and the BOA needs their expertise to make sure that equity and uniformity is met through the appeals process. 
Chairman Dorsey stated that he would prefer to meet with GMASS before issuing the final payment.   Mr. McMullen responded that if the BOC does not pay GMASS they will not come to meet with the BOC.
Commissioner Oglesby moved to approve payment to GMASS and meet with them in regards to some concerns. Commissioner Brown provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 4-1 (Chairman Dorsey opposed). 

9. County Administrator’s Report 

County Administrator Jon Caime reported that the budget work session immediately following the meeting had been postponed. The BOC concurred to schedule a budget work session August 3, 2010 at 5:30 p.m. 

10.  Chairman’s Report 

Chairman Dorsey requested that the County Attorney review the BOC rights based on some actions that were taken Thursday, July 22 at the Gateway Industrial Park that interfered with governmental activity. 
Chairman Dorsey announced that representatives from Fibrowatt will conduct a public meeting at the Fine Arts Center at the High school in mid August. The meeting will be open to Hart County residents. 
Chairman Dorsey reported that the grand opening for the MEGA ramp was held earlier today. 

11.  Commissioners’ Reports  

Commissioner Reyen urged those in attendance of the meeting stay involved with the county, city and state governments.

12.  Consent Agenda 

None

13.  Old Business 

a) Public Hearing & Third & Final Reading Changing Ordinance 46-191 Rear Setback 

Commissioner Oglesby moved to take the issue off the table for discussion. Commissioner Johnson provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

Commissioner Reyen moved to adopt the third & final reading amending Ordinance 46-191 rear setback requirements. Commissioner Brown provided a second to the motion. 
Jerry Canady commented on behalf of the Real Estate Association; Ricky Carter commented on behalf of the Home Builders Association concerning the setback requirements. 
The vote carried 4-1 (Commissioner Johnson opposed due to the potential unforeseen legal ramifications). 

b) Second Reading Minor Revision to Ord 82-61 Speed Limits  

Commissioner Reyen moved to adopt the second reading to Ord 82-61 Speed Limits. Commissioner Oglesby provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

14. New Business  

a) Merchant Capital Presentation on Bonding 

Phillip Fletcher and Andrew Tritt representing Merchant Capital & Investment Bankers gave a presentation on SPLOST fund bonding.  County Attorney Walter Gordon explained that if the BOC decided to bond the SPLOST proceeds he would need to alter the SPLOST resolution calling for the election, to include this.   The BOC questioned if the decision could be delayed to which the County Attorney agreed to a two week delay.  No action was taken

b) Request to Bid Fire Dept Turnout Gear 
Commissioner Oglesby moved to approve the request to bid Fire Dept. turnout Gear. Commissioner Reyen provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

c) Authorization of SPLOST IV Intergovernmental Agreements  

Chairman Dorsey stated that the Mayor of Royston had expressed some concerns with the intergovernmental agreement however, he has not has not been able to make contact with the Mayor.  He expressed his opinion that the BOC should wait to hear the Mayor’s concerns.

County Administrator Jon Caime explained that the BOC has granted more than a three fold increase in the allocation of SPLOST funds to the City of Royston from the current $99,000 to approximately $328,000.  He suggested the BOC grant the County attorney the ability to proceed forward with the intergovernmental agreement as agreed to and if Royston refuses to agree to the intergovernmental agreement then the Agreement proceed without Royston.

County Attorney Walter Gordon explained the need to proceed rapidly in order to meet the requirements of the Federal Election laws. He expressed concerns with one party holding up the entire agreement.  He also explained that Hartwell, Canon, and Bowersville have all agreed to the intergovernmental agreement.

Commissioner Oglesby moved to adopt the SPLOST IV Intergovernmental Agreement. Commissioner Brown provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 4-1 (Chairman Dorsey opposed). 

d) Resolution Calling for SPLOST IV Election 

Reyen moved to table the issue due to the question of bonding. Commissioner Johnson provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

e) Acceptance of Marys Lane as County Road 

PW Director Jon Caime explained that this road was built to County standards and inspected during construction.  Commissioner Oglesby moved to accept Marys Lane into the county road system. Commissioner Brown provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

f) SW System Water Project CBDG Resolution 

Commissioner Oglesby moved to adopt the ARC resolution. Commissioner Brown provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

g) FY11 DOT Transit Grant Approval   

Commissioner Oglesby moved to approve the FY11 DOT Transit Grant. Commissioner Brown provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

15. Public Comment  

Bryan Tutor, Sandra Fulghum, Joe Hart, John Beasley, Lucy Shirley commented on the potential Fibrowatt facility. 
Tom Hardigree encouraged everyone to tune in to Back Talk Live Thursday July 29, 2010 to hear a representative from Fibrowatt. 

16.  Executive Session – Real Estate & Potential Litigation Matters 

Commissioner Reyen moved to exit into Executive Session to discuss real estate and potential litigation matters. Commissioner Brown provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

With no further action taken during Executive Session, Commissioner Oglesby moved to exit the session. Commissioner Reyen provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

17.  Adjournment   

Commissioner Oglesby moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Brown provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

-------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------

Joey Dorsey, Chairman



Lawana Kahn, County Clerk

PAGE  
1

