
Hart County Board of Commissioners

Joint City/County Special Meeting
For SPLOST IV

June 21, 2010

6:00 p.m. Hart County Literacy Center
The Hart County Board of Commissioners met with representatives of the Cities of Hartwell, Royston, Canon and Bowersville at the Hart County Literacy Center June 22, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. to discuss SPLOST IV. BOC members in attendance were Chairman Joey Dorsey, Commissioners R C Oglesby, Dan Reyen, Brandon Johnson and Ken Brown. 
Chairman Dorsey introduced the subject of a proposed SPLOST IV referendum this November 2010.   
County Attorney Walter Gordon briefed the group on the law stating that the State has delegated to the County the authority to authorize the ability to call for a special purpose local option sales tax.  He clarified that this is not a new tax but rather a continuation of the existing SPLOST sales taxes and that the start date for this tax would be April 1, 2012.  This tax is for capital outlay projects.  

Royston Mayor David Jordan voiced his opinion that the meeting notice was not legal or compliant with State law.  County Attorney Walter Gordon replied that all cities were given adequate legal notice, but that due to Mr. Jordon’s challenge to the legality of the meeting that a new notice should be given so that no legal issue could be raised.
Commissioner Oglesby made a motion to adjourn the meeting because of Mr. Jordon’s comments.  Commissioner Brown seconded the motion.  
County Administrator Jon Caime explained that a certified letter was sent to the Cities on June 4, 2010 which is compliant with State Law.  He explained that his staff did their best to accommodate the schedules of all parties but that coordinating the schedules of 4 Mayors, 4 City Councils, 4 City Administrations, County Administration and County BOC was very challenging.  With the upcoming GMA meeting followed by the upcoming Fourth of July holiday week, and the tight schedule to meet the referendum requirements required a meeting be held June 21.  He stated that every jurisdiction is represented.

Chairman Dorsey urged calm amongst the meeting and suggested that the meeting proceed forward today to hear the requests for city projects.  A subsequent follow-up meeting could be held another date in July to finalize the requests.

After further Discussion Commissioner Oglesby withdrew his motion and Commissioner Brown withdrew his second.
City of Canon Mayor Ray Morgan then stated that his City would like to obtain SPLOST funds for a recreation park project in Hart County.  He requested more than the $15,000 allocated to Canon in SPLOST III.

Julieta Hunt legal counsel for the City of Bowersville stated that the City requests $185,600 for water, street, and recreation projects.

City of Royston Mayor David Jordon listed streets, water and sewer, and public safety projects of about $300,000.

City of Hartwell Mayor Jennifer Sudderth stated that the City of Hartwell projects would be for sewer and water.

After further discussion, the group agreed to meet again on Thursday July 15, 2010 for an official meeting to discuss this subject.

Commissioner Reyen then made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Commissioner Brown, passed 5-0.
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Joey Dorsey, Chairman



Jon Caime, County Admin. 
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