
Hart County Board of Commissioners

January 23rd , 2007

7:00 p.m.

The Hart County Board of Commissioners met January 23, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. in the Hart County Administrative & Emergency Services Center.

Chairman R C Oglesby presided with Commissioners Daniel Reyen, Gary Mize, Ken Brown and Joey Dorsey in attendance. 

1. Prayer 

Rev.           opened with prayer. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Call to Order

Chairman Oglesby called the meeting to order. 

4. Welcome 

Chairman Oglesby welcomed those in attendance. 

5. Approve Agenda 

Commissioner Reyen entertained a motion to add the Board of Tax Assessor appointment to the agenda. The motion died from lack of a second. 
Commissioner Dorsey entertained a motion to amend and approve the meeting agenda as follows:


Add item 16 - litigation 

Commissioner Mize provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 4-1(Commissioner Reyen opposed). 

6. Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting(s) 

· 1/8/07 Work Session

· 1/9/07 Regular Meeting

Commissioner Reyen entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the meetings held January 8th and January 9th, 2007. Commissioner Brown provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

7. Remarks by Invited Guests, Committees, Authorities 

· BOA Plan of Action - BOA Chairman 

BOA Chairman Bill Fogerty presented a plan of action for the county wide revaluation of property for the 2008 digest review year. He recommended contracting the revaluation process to an outside firm and requested $1,500 for an independent firm to write the RFP. 
BOA member Roy Segars noted that the counties salary range is too low to hire experienced appraisers to perform the revaluation in-house. He asked that the BOC do the right thing to correct the inadequacies in the county. 

BOA member Anne Thompson remarked that she trusted that the BOC will do their best to make the right decision in respect to the BOA recommendations. 

Commissioner Dorsey entertained a motion to move forward with an RFP. Commissioner Reyen provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 
Commissioner Reyen entertained a motion to allocate up to $1,500 for an outside firm to write the RFP. Commissioner Brown provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

8. Reports by Constitutional Officers & Department Heads 

County Attorney Walter Gordon did not have anything to report. 

9. County Administrator's Report 
County Administrator Jon Caime reported that the joint City/County meeting of February 5th, 2007 has been cancelled; the BOA appointment and the Board of Health-physician appointment are still to be made. 
Chairman Oglesby directed Administrator Caime to run the ad for the BOA for an additional time. 

Administrator Caime announced that the county/city has been awarded a DOT safety grant in the amount of $320,000 for Highway Safety projects that the BOC and the City of Hartwell applied for. 

Commissioner Reyen entertained a motion to accept the grant and directed Administrator Caime to proceed with the bid process. Commissioner Mize provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

Administrator Caime requested that the BOC submit their list of roads for resurfacing so he can forward it to the DOT as soon as possible. 

10. Chairman's Report  

Chairman Oglesby asked for a status report on Cedar Pond Bridge. Administrator Caime responded that the engineering firm has completed the survey; they are working on the design and watershed analysis.
Chairman Oglesby requested that Administrator Caime place the “Welcome to Hart County” entrance signs on the next meetings agenda.

11. Commissioners' Reports 

Commissioner Dorsey requested a work session with the Little League and Recreation staff next week to clarify if the new fields will be available this ball season. He also requested a work session to discuss the EMS substations.  Chairman Oglesby requested that Fire Chief Vickery and the ISO committee to attend the EMS work session for joint planning. 

12. Consent Agenda 

None

13. Old Business 

a) Board Appointments (2) Recreation Advisory Board 

Chairman Oglesby entertained a motion to appoint Derek Cobb to serve on the Recreation Advisory (term to expire December 31st, 2008). Commissioner Reyen provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 
Commissioner Dorsey entertained a motion to waive the deadline to accept nominations to serve on the Rec Advisory and appoint Marshall Sayer. Chairman Oglesby provided a second to the motion. 
Commissioner Reyen noted that he was not in favor of changing the policy. 

Commissioner Dorsey withdrew his motion and entertained a motion to table the issue until the next meeting. Chairman Oglesby provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 4-1 (Commissioner Reyen opposed). 

b) Road Department Job Descriptions 

Chairman Oglesby entertained a motion to adopt the job descriptions. Commissioner Dorsey provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

c) Distribution of Road Project Money 

Commissioner Dorsey entertained a motion to allocate Road SPLOST funds for Liberty Hill Church Road & S B White Road resurfacing project instead of Water SPLOST funds. Commissioner Reyen provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

14. New Business 

a) Humane Society 

Gregg and Cheryl Costin gave a presentation on the need for an animal shelter in Hart County. 

Teresa Owens, Jeff Sadler, David Patten and Mary Sadler spoke on behalf of the humane society and supported the concept of a shelter in the county. 

John McGarity reported that he was involved with raising funds to construct the NE Georgia Animal Shelter. 
Sherry Lockhart of NE Georgia Animal Shelter spoke on behalf of the shelter. 

Commissioner Reyen entertained a motion to direct Administrator Caime to coordinate with representatives from the Humane Society to develop a program and not to cut off funding to the NE Georgia Animal Shelter. The motion died from a lack of a second. 

Commissioners Mize and Dorsey noted that they wanted more time to review the issue. 

Chairman Oglesby entertained a motion to form an advisory committee of five individuals (one from each commissioner district) to develop a plan for an animal shelter in the county. Commissioner Dorsey provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

Chairman Oglesby called for a short recess. The meeting resumed after a short break with the next item on the agenda. 
b) Abstinence Awareness Week Proclamation 

Commissioner Dorsey entertained a motion to adopt the proclamation. Commissioner Mize provided a second to the motion. (Commissioners Reyen and Brown were absent during the vote).
c) Consideration for Abandonment of portion of Watsadler Road

Commissioner Dorsey entertained a motion to allow County Attorney Gordon to proceed with the abandonment process. Commissioner Mize provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 4-0 (Commissioner Reyen was absent during the vote).

d) First reading of Revision to Article III Speed Zones HC Ord. 82-61

Commissioner Reyen entertained a motion to adopt the first reading of the revision to Article III Speed Zones ordinance. Commissioner Dorsey provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

e) Substance Abuse Professional 

Commissioner Dorsey entertained a motion to contract with Flanigan's Counseling to act as the Substance Abuse Professional for the year 2007. Chairman Oglesby provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 
f) GASB 34 Proposal 

Commissioner Dorsey entertained a motion to contract with The Valuation Advisory Group, Inc. for professional property record services. Commissioner Brown provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

g) Credit for years of Services - EMS Paramedic  

Commissioner Reyen entertained a motion to allow Paramedic Hill ten years experience plus two additional steps for critical care certification. Chairman Oglesby provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 
15. Public Comment 

Property owner Alvin Brown commented on his property value for 2005 and 2006 in comparison to adjoining properties. 

BOA member Roy Segars commented on the vacant Board of Assessor position. 

16. Executive Session - Real Estate & Litigation 

Commissioner Reyen entertained a motion to exit into Executive Session to discuss real estate and litigation issues as allowed by O.C.G.A. Commissioner Brown provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

Commissioner Mize was absent during Executive Session. 

With no further action taken during Executive Session, Commissioner Reyen entertained a motion to exit and convene the regular meeting. Commissioner Brown provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 4-0. 

17. Adjournment 

Commissioner Reyen entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Brown provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 4-0.

---------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------

R C Oglesby, Chairman



Lawana Kahn, County Clerk
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