Hart County Water & Sewer Authority

Board of Directors Meeting January 14, 2013

The Hart County Water & Sewer Authority met January 14, 2013 in the Hart County Cooperative Extension Service Building.  Chairman Michael Partlow called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm with Vice Chairman Wade Carlton, members Hugh Holland, Larry Haley and Mike MacNabb, Secretary/Treasurer Kathy Breffle, Director Pat Goran, and Legal Counsel Walter Gordon present.  Also present was Mark Hynds of The Hartwell Sun, Hart County Commissioner Joey Dorsey, Russ Brink from EMI, and Hart County residents Jerry Cannady, Carole Buckel, Rich Reckdenwald, Bill Lewey, Barbara Peterson, Celia Long, and David Thompson.

Approval of agenda

Mr. MacNabb made a motion to accept the agenda and Mr. Holland seconded it.  The motion passed 4-0.

Approval of December 17th regular meeting minutes

Mr. Holland made a motion to approve the minutes and Mr. Haley seconded it.  The motion passed 4-0.  Mr. Cannady asked if any action was taken in Executive Session in the December meeting and Mr. Gordon responded that it was accurately reflected in the minutes.

Financial report

Mr. Goran presented the financial report.  Mr. Carlton arrived at this point of the meeting.

Old business
Mount Olivet / Reed Creek Phase I Water Improvements (CDBG) project 
Mr. Goran provided a construction progress update.  He further explained that HCWSA has received 27 commitments from residents on Lightwood Lane, MacKinnon Road, Riviera Shores Road, and Blue Water Way. Mr. Gordon is working on the necessary easements needed before construction could begin.  After some discussion, Mr. Holland made a motion for EMI to proceed with flow tests at the trestle bridge on Bowersville Highway.  Mr. MacNabb seconded it. The motion passed 5-0.

Airline area water tank / connector project 
Mr. Goran updated the Board that GEFA would be discussing HCWSA’s application at its January Board meeting.  Mr. Holland made a motion to authorize the Chairman to sign necessary paperwork for the GEFA loan contingent on Legal Counsel’s and the Director’s review.  Mr. MacNabb seconded it.  The motion passed 5-0.

Residential tap payment plan options discussion
Mr. Haley made a motion to keep the payment plan the same.  Mr. Carlton seconded it.  The motion passed 3-2 with Mr. Holland and Mr. MacNabb against.

Discussion of “$5000 per committed customer” guideline 

Mr. Holland made a motion for the guideline to remain and Mr. Haley seconded it. The motion passed 5-0.

Requests for water service – Eagle Lake Road / Lakefront Road North 

After some discussion about the number of committed customers, Mr. Holland made a motion to proceed with this entire project.  Mr. MacNabb seconded it.  The motion passed 5-0.

Request for water service - Lightwood Road and side roads
Mr. Reckdenwald addressed the Board asking for them to consider only running the waterline on Lightwood Road to York Shores and within the York Shores subdivision.  He further explained his current issues with insurance companies since his home is not within 1000 feet of a fire hydrant. Mr. Goran agreed to present a cost estimate at the next Board meeting for that scope of work.
New business

Possible water supply in Hickory Crossing area via City of Hartwell connections 

Mr. Holland made a motion to test the Hickory Crossing area of HCWSA’s current system during the month of February to see if the City of Hartwell’s system can maintain the necessary pressure and flows.  Mr. Haley seconded it.  The motion passed 5-0.  After some discussion about fire flows in the southern part of the county, it was agreed to not include the southern section of Bowman Highway in the test area. The Board also agreed to send letters to the affected customers before testing began.

Discussion of possible water supply via pumping Hartwell water

Mr. Goran explained he had met with Mr. Brink regarding this possibility in the future.  Mr. Carlton expressed his concern of the current highest price water provider filling the new Airline Tank.  Mr. Goran explained the planned locations of the two pump stations to fill the Airline Tank.  The Board agreed to forward the letter from Mr. Brink to the City of Hartwell Council members and the Hart County Commissioners.  Mr. Carlton requested that the system design allow HCWSA to purchase as much water as possible from the lowest cost provider whoever that might be at any given time.

Public comments
Mr. Lewey asked the Board to consider extending the waterline onto Boat Road off Reed Creek Highway. He expressed his concern that the meter box would get ruined if placed on Reed Creek Highway. Mr. Goran agreed to meet with Mr. Lewey about placement of his meter in the right of way on Reed Creek Highway.

Director’s comments 
Mr. Goran explained the handouts for the joint meeting with the Hart County Board of Commissioners and the Industrial Building Authority.  Mr. Goran informed the Board that HCWSA had submitted six projects to GEFA for their loan/principal forgiveness program.  Mr. Goran also updated the Board on the City of Royston’s progress getting water into the Vanna area of Hart County.

Members’ comments

Mr. Holland expressed his concern that HCWSA and the City of Hartwell had no long-term agreement for water prices.  Mr. Holland suggested a letter be sent to the City of Hartwell expressing his concern that HCWSA has spent money to purchase more water from the City of Hartwell but if the price increases then HCWSA will no longer continue to do so.  Mr. Gordon also commented that both parties would benefit from an agreement.  Mr. MacNabb suggested Mr. Gordon work on a simple agreement.  Mr. Gordon agreed to review Hartwell’s latest proposal and present a suggested response at the next meeting.
Mr. Haley reminded Mr. Goran that the waterline on Teasley Lane was installed one year ago and since no one else had connected to the waterline, then Mr. Dean Teasley needed to pay for the additional water tap.

Adjournment 
Mr. Holland made a motion to adjourn and Mr. Haley seconded it.  The motion passed 5-0.

_________________________________


______________________________

Michael Partlow, Chairman




Kathy Breffle, Secretary/Treasurer
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