Hart County Water & Sewer Authority

Board of Directors Meeting March 18, 2013

The Hart County Water & Sewer Authority met March 18, 2013 in the Hart County Cooperative Extension Service Building.  Chairman Michael Partlow called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm with Vice Chairman Wade Carlton, Member Hugh Holland, Member Larry Haley, Member Mike MacNabb, Director Pat Goran, Legal Counsel Kim Higginbotham, and Secretary/Treasurer Kathy Breffle present.  Also present were Lake Morris of The Hartwell Sun, Hartwell City Manager David Aldrich, Hartwell City Council Member David Little, Tyler Hewitt, and Hart County residents Michael Dove, Dustin Carruth, Olin Joel Moore, and David Thompson.
Approval of agenda

Mr. MacNabb made a motion to approve the agenda and Mr. Holland seconded it.  The motion passed 4-0.

Approval of February 18th regular meeting minutes 
Mr. Carlton arrived during this part of the meeting.
Mr. MacNabb made a motion to approve the minutes and Mr. Carlton seconded it.  The motion passed 5-0.

Financial report 
Mr. Goran presented the financial report.

Old business
Oak Bower Baptist Church drainage concerns due to Authority’s water line location
Mr. Goran explained the grading issue, existing waterline location, and drainage issue currently experienced by Oak Bower Baptist Church.  Mr. Goran suggested having the maintenance contractor re-grade the area to divert water flow away from building.  Mr. Dove and Mr. Carruth spoke about problems with water accumulating around the new building and needing to remove the bank where the waterline is located.  The Board agreed if the problem is being caused by the waterline HCWSA would correct it. The Board agreed to have Mr. Goran provide multiple options and prices for their review before the next meeting.
Mount Olivet / Reed Creek Phase I Water Improvements (CDBG) project
Mr. Goran updated the Board on the progress of this project.  Mr. Goran presented a request by a property owner that in exchange for a permanent easement he would like a free water tap.  Mr. Carlton made a motion to not exchange easements for water taps and Mr. Haley seconded it.  The motion passed 5-0.

The Board discussed connecting to Hartwell’s water system to get water to the new customers on this project.  Mr. Goran expressed his concerns about increasing the turnover time in the Gateway Tank.  Mr. Carlton inquired about not filling the Gateway Tank full if the water is not needed in system.  Mr. Carlton made a motion to connect to Hartwell’s water system on Highway 51/Bowersville Highway to get water to the customers on this project with a pressure reducing valve as needed before Beacon Light Road.  Mr. Holland seconded it.  The motion passed 5-0.

Airline area water tank / connector project 
Mr. Holland inquired about meeting with the City of Hartwell to discuss their commitment to filling the tank and a 10 year water agreement.  Mr. Holland made a motion to have a meeting with Hartwell.  Mr. Carlton seconded it.  Mr. Aldrich offered to meet at City Hall on Tuesday, March 26th at 6 pm.  The motion passed 5-0.

Possible water supply in Hickory Crossing area via City of Hartwell connections 
Mr. Goran presented the information from the Telog recorders placed in the system during February and March.  Mr. Holland expressed his concern that the pressure was lower than 40 psi while connected only to the City of Hartwell’s system.  Mr. Goran also informed the Board of the multiple complaints received during the short time while the area was being fed solely by Hartwell’s system.  Mr. Aldrich commented that his records showed different pressures than what was recorded by the Telogs.  Mr. Carlton made a motion to connect the Telog recorder and the City of Hartwell’s recorder to the same hydrant at Whitworth Women’s Facility at the same time.  Mr. Holland seconded the motion.  The motion passed 5-0.

Lavonia water agreement and sewage treatment agreement 
Mr. Carlton made a motion to sign the water agreement with Lavonia and Mr. Holland seconded it.  The motion passed 5-0.  

Mr. Goran updated the Board that Lavonia, Hart County BOC and HCWSA were still working on a sewage treatment agreement.

Nancy Hart School Road Area 2013 CDBG project 
Mr. MacNabb made a motion to sign the resolution applying for this grant and committing SPLOST IV funds to pay for it.  Mr. Holland seconded it and the motion passed 5-0.

New business

Employee health care, retirement plans 

Mr. Carlton made a motion to postpone this item until the April meeting.  Mr. Holland seconded it and the motion passed 5-0.

Election of Authority officers

Mr. MacNabb nominated Mr. Holland as Chairman and Mr. Carlton seconded it.  The motion passed 4-0 with Mr. Holland abstaining.  Mr. Haley nominated Mr. Partlow as Vice-Chairman and Mr. Carlton seconded it.  The motion passed 4-0 with Mr. Partlow abstaining.  Mr. Haley nominated Kathy Breffle as Secretary/Treasurer and Mr. Holland seconded it.  The motion passed 5-0.

Public comments
Mr. Moore commented on Mr. George Rooks’ contributions to Hart County.

Director’s comments

Mr. Goran updated the Board on Dodd Construction’s progress on Eagle Heights.  After some discussion about reduced tap fees during construction, Mr. MacNabb asked that this item be added to April’s meeting agenda to clarify the policy.
Members’ comments

Mr. Haley asked about the tap payment from Dean Teasley which has not been received by HCWSA yet.

Mr. Carlton commented that HCWSA should own and control all pumps within HCWSA’s system.

Mr. Partlow thanked everyone for their cooperation as he served as Chairman for the past two years. 
Upcoming meetings – April 15th, May 20th  

Adjournment

Mr. Holland made a motion to adjourn and Mr. MacNabb seconded it.  The motion passed 5-0.
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