Hart County Water & Sewer Utility Authority

Board of Directors Meeting June 15, 2009

The Hart County Water & Sewer Utility Authority met June 15, 2009 in the Hart County Cooperative Extension Service Building.  Vice-Chairman Michael Partlow called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm with Secretary/Treasurer Dave Stafford, Members Jerry Cleveland and Larry Haley, Director Pat Goran, and Legal Counsel Walter Gordon present.  Chairman Wade Carlton was absent.  Also present were HCWSUA employee Kathy Breffle, EMI Vice President Jerry Hood, guests John and Janice Shirley, and Jerry Cannady.
Approval of agenda 
Mr. Stafford made a motion to accept the agenda and Mr. Haley seconded it.  The motion passed 4-0.

Rocky Ford – Parkertown Area project public hearing
Mr. Hood presented information regarding this project.  He explained that the water lines would range in size from 6” to 12” and would be installed on Rocky Ford Road, Walters Road, Parkertown Road, Ben Shirley Road, Roper Road, Shoal Creek Road, Whippoorwill Circle, and other small tributary roads.  He further explained that the cost for said project is projected to be $1.2 million and that HCWSUA has applied for GEFA SRF ARRA funds.  If said funds are granted there would be a 70% principal forgiveness and a 30% loan in the amount of $360,000 at 3% for 20 years. In addition, there are closing costs of 2% of the entire amount and interest payments during construction.  Mr. Hood informed HCWSUA that the project had been submitted to EPA for their approval.  Mr. and Mrs. Shirley asked questions regarding this project and their interest in getting water to their area.  In addition, Mr. Hood explained that HCWSUA has applied for a CDBG low/moderate income grant for the same target area.
Approval of May 18th regular meeting minutes 
Mr. Cleveland made a motion to accept the minutes and Mr. Haley seconded it.  The motion passed 4-0.
Financial report 
Mr. Goran presented the financial reports.  Mr. Partlow asked for a motion to accept the financial reports and Mr. Stafford so moved.  Mr. Haley seconded it.  The motion passed 4-0.

Old business

Rocky Ford area project
Mr. Goran informed the Board that Mrs. Carol Walters expressed continued interest in getting water on Ray’s Road which is not currently part of this project.  The consensus of the Board was to not expand the scope to include Ray’s Road.
Southwestern system expansion  
Mr. Hood presented an update that HCWSUA has applied for CDBG stimulus funding for this project; it has secured a grant from ARC, and will be completing the application for the One Georgia grant monies this week.  The project has been submitted to EPD for their review.  Mr. Hood believes that we should hear about the funding by August but possibly by the July Board meeting. 
Mr. Gordon explained that this project includes extending water lines to Cobb-Vantress and that Wade Carlton who is a Board member of HCWSUA is employed by Cobb-Vantress.  He further explained that Wade Carlton has no direct ownership interest in the business and, as attorney to the Authority; he saw the potential conflict as de minimis.  He also explained that Federal Law requires HCWSUA to post a notice explaining this which has been done.  It further requires public disclosure of the potential conflict of interest, which was being accomplished at this Board meeting.  Mr. Cleveland motioned to request a general exception to the conflict of interest rule and designate Vice-Chairman Michael Partlow as the certifying official for this project.  Mr. Stafford seconded the motion.  The motion passed 4-0.  
Mr. Partlow confirmed a public meeting was held on Wednesday, May 27 regarding this project.
Old 29 project  
Mr. Goran updated the Board regarding the progress of this project.  He further informed the Board that the project should be complete except for minor clean up by the July Board meeting.  
Gateway Phase II water and sewer 

Mr. Goran informed the Board that the water part of the project was essentially complete and that we had acquired eight City of Lavonia water customers from this.  Mr. Goran also informed the Board that the sewer part of this project was still under construction but should be completed soon.
City of Hartwell’s 10/15 water purchase proposal 
Mr. Goran informed the Board that he and Hartwell City manager David Aldrich still had not met regarding this.  Mr. Stafford made a motion to send courtesy copies of all previous correspondences with Mr. Aldrich to all City of Hartwell Council Members and the Mayor.  Mr. Haley seconded the motion.  The motion passed 4-0. 
Investigation of future water supply sources
No discussion.

New business

Additional water supply source

Mr. Haley informed the Board that he had been contacted by Ronny Singleton regarding his well on Whippoorwill Circle.  Mr. Haley stated that Mr. Singleton is interested in selling water to HCWSUA and that Mr. Singleton claims his well has better flow than Mr. Dove’s well.

Public comments 
No comments made.

Director’s comments

Mr. Goran informed the Board that Mrs. Breffle would be starting on FY10’s budget and that any recommendations are welcome.  In addition, he stated that a draft budget would be presented at the August meeting with approval scheduled for the September meeting.

Mr. Goran also informed the Board that the current maintenance contract ends August 1, 2009 and wanted to know if the Board wanted to solicit bids again this year.  The Board agreed that the contract should be advertised for bid.

Members’ comments

Mr. Haley made a comment regarding an active customer’s status.  Mr. Cleveland made a comment regarding the Savannah River Club on Smith McGee Highway. 
Executive session - real estate
Mr. Cleveland made a motion to go into executive session to discuss real estate.  Mr. Haley seconded it.  The motion passed 4-0.  Mr. Haley made a motion to exit executive session and Mr. Stafford seconded it.  The motion passed 4-0.

Upcoming meetings - July 20th, August 18th 
Adjournment

Mr. Stafford made a motion to adjourn and Mr. Cleveland seconded it.  The motion passed 4-0.


Michael Partlow, Vice-Chairman



Dave Stafford, Secretary / Treasurer
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